
JESS UGANDA BLOG 2015 
 
For those that are new to these updates, and as a reminder to us all - I thought it would be 
helpful to have some background info about Uganda and the area Jess is in.  Scroll down if it 
is boring! 
 
Uganda is a landlocked country in East Africa whose diverse landscape encompasses the 
snow-capped Rwenzori Mountains and immense Lake Victoria. Its abundant wildlife includes 
endangered gorillas and chimpanzees as well as rare birds. Remote Bwindi Impenetrable 
National Park is a famous mountain gorilla sanctuary (close to where Jess goes too – and she 
has never seen a gorilla) and there are many up and coming safari parks which are becoming 
tourist attractions. 
  
It is  bordered to the east by Kenya, to the north by South Sudan, to the west by the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo, to the southwest by Rwanda, and to the south by 
Tanzania. Many of these countries are often in conflict which can sometimes spill over into 
Uganda.  In particular, the area where Jess is often has to accommodate refugees from The 
DRCongo which has been in the grip of a civil war for many years.   
 
Uganda has had a very turbulent political history but since 1986, President Yoweri Museveni 
has been in power.  He has reduced sectarian violence in Uganda but is not a popular 
president.  There are calls for him to step down at the next election in 2016 and challengers 
are calling for reform of the governmental system – but the government is reluctant to 
change.  His presidency has been marred by invading and occupying the DR Congo during 
the Second Congo War, resulting in an estimated 5.4 million deaths since 1998, and by 
participating in other conflicts in the Great Lakes region of Africa. He has struggled for years 
in the civil war against the Lord's Resistance Army, which has been guilty of numerous 
crimes against humanity and Uganda’s anti-gay laws and government bills have resulted in 
foreign investors withdrawing assistance from Uganda. 
 
There are 37.58 million people living in Uganda and 70% are under 30.  Education and health 
services are basic but improving and the country has a comprehensive HIV programme which 
has seen new infection rates reduce to one of the lowest in Africa.  Poverty, illiteracy and ill-
health are enormous problems and of, course, the gap between the rich and the poor is all to 
familiar to us.   
 

Kanugu is in the South west of the 
Uganda close to the border of the DR 
Congo.  It is in the diocese of Kinkiizi.  This 
is Jess’s 3rd visit to Uganda and the 
shortest one yet!  She first spent 10 
weeks in Uganda in 2013 – where she fell 
in love with the country and it’s people.  
Since then, she has returned for 4 weeks 
in 2014 and this year, for just under 3!   
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Being a teacher, Jess’s heart is for the education of children in Uganda and she has adopted 
2 schools in the Kanungu area, Nyakatare Primary School and Nyarugunda Secondary School.  
We support many projects in these 2 schools but also look to support individual children who 
would benefit from accessing education.  We also look to invest in local businesses and inspire 
local people, for whom education is not an option, to begin cottage industries to support 
themselves and their families.  To date, we have invested in goat rearing and farming projects, 
retail, hair dressing, chicken farms, banana plantations and school supplies business to name 
but a few.  We also support training programmes for young people i.e midwifery training. 
 
There is so much we have helped Kanungu achieve, and a whole lot more to do!  This visit is 
primarily, for Jess to teach in the schools, check on the projects and people we have grown to 
love, support the church and community and to organise the building of a new school block 
at Nyarugundu Secondary School.  Currently, the children can access Secondary Education up 
to level S4.  A new teaching block would enable them to continue their education up till S6.  
Gaining qualifications up to this level will help them find employment or access further 
training or study.  Our recent fundraising auction, has raised almost £3,000 in order to begin 
work on this building.  Thank you all so much.  And a huge thank you to those of you who give 
so regularly to individuals and projects in Kanungu.  Jess will be visiting them all and updating 
you.   
 
Of course, Jess’s faith and the work of the Church of Uganda is at the centre of all she says 
and does and it is through our partnerships with Kinkiizi diocese that she seeks to improve 
the physical and spiritual lives of all the people she meets there.  Please pray for her.  It is 
hard to discern who and how to help.   
 
Anyway, that was a bit of background information – hope it was helpful.  The good news is, 
she landed in Kampala at 10pm last night, spent the night talking with her good friend Teacher 
Susan (Tr Susan) and flew down this morning at 7am in a very small plane to the field (not a 
runway) in Kiihii (chee hee) where she was met by Bishop Dan’s wife, Mama Florah and Fabith 
(diocesan treasurer) – they had breakfast and then drove to Kanungu (40 mins away).  She 
has been welcomed officially into church and the 
service didn’t finish until 4pm!  She is staying with 
Bishop Dan and Mama Florah in their house.  Her 
teaching programme begins tomorrow and she 
can’t wait.  The text I have received this afternoon 
simply said “I’m home again!” 
 
Helen x  
 
      
 
   Bishop Dan & Mama Florah 
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Monday 10th August 
 
An early start, meeting with the new Headmaster Patrick in 
Nyarugunda Senior Secondary School and a tour around 
the school to see all the new improvements!  Wow!  Patrick 
has a real vision for his school and the education of the 
students.  You may remember that we built the 2nd 
classroom block over the last 2 years and that is now fully 
functioning and operational.  The next aim was to furnish the science teaching room – which 
is now almost kitted out – thanks again to the donors for that project.  And the money given 
has also created a water irrigation project that means that water is now available in the school 
grounds, rather than students having to walk several km away to access fresh water for school 
– amazing!  The original classroom block that the school started in 5 years ago has been split 
in half and made in to two smaller class study rooms to enable students to study in smaller 
groups.   Jess is meeting with Patrick again to discuss the building of the new block and what 
his vision is for the school but, although it was the first time she had met him in his new role, 
she is very impressed with his enthusiasm and dedication to the school. 
 
All the children took part in a very long assembly to welcome Jess and the new scout group 
that has been formed there performed for her.  Afterwards, Jess was on the interviewing 
panel for the new Head Boy and Girl and prefects of the school.  Students apply for the post 
they wish to undertake, are interviewed by staff, then have a day of campaigning amongst 
their peers and then the students vote for who they think will be most suitable for the roles.  
One of the candidates for Head Girl is Grace – the wonderful young lady who has made Jess 
her Mum.  On Jess’s first visit, Grace made such an impact with her circumstances and 
dedication to learning that Jess has now become “Mum” to Grace and her sister Moreen – 
and along with 2 other families, support these 2 girls and their grandparents who they live 
with.  It was a tearful reunion with Grace who has been counting down the minutes till she 
got to see Mum again.  Needless to say, she has had a big smile on her face all day – and really 
wants the job of Head Girl!   
 
Jess also got to meet Margaret who cares for Jennifer, Jennita and Baby 
Jethro.  Margaret operates a school supplies business for the school – 
offering basic equipment and food and water for the children.  We gave 
her the set-up costs for the little shack that she has built, and supplies for 
the business – which now is doing really well and provides her and the 
children she cares for (not her own) with an income during term time.  J, J 
and J are the children of a lady who is mentally ill and is taken advantage 
of by local men, with the children being the outcome.  No one knows who 
their father(s) are and Mum cannot look after them – so Margaret cares 
for and loves them and brings them up as her own.  Jess got to meet the 
children briefly and has arranged to go for supper there and bring sweets! 
                 Jennita (age 2) 
The afternoon was spent talking to some of the students we support, finding out how things 
were going and what their plans are for the future.  
 



In the evening, Jess travelled to meet Rev. Benon.  You may remember that on her first visit, 
she set up Ben and Jessie’s Chickens business with him which then expanded last year into 
goat farming as well.  Well the business is still ongoing and Benon has just sold the chickens 
to pay for the education of his children and is waiting for a new batch.  The goats are breeding 
and Jess met the latest arrivals (3 kids), one was born to her goat.  Not sure if she will be able 
to smuggle it back in her suitcase, but I think she’d give it a go!  There are 12 goats altogether 
and the 3 kids and the others are pregnant and Benon is very happy with the business.  She 
had a great time with him and his family and is looking forward to spending some more time 
with him later on in her visit.   
 
Her room at Bishop Dan’s house is lovely – with electricity – and is secure.  There have been 
a lot of break-in’s recently in the compound and in clergy houses and several clergy have had 
things stolen from them.  The police are involved and are checking on the houses.  The break-
ins tend to happen when the community know that clergy will not be at home.  Poor Rev Sam 
had all his money stolen that he was saving to visit the UK.  Unfortunately, some things are 
the same the world over!   
 
Tomorrow, Jess is back in Nyarugunda, observing the students using their new science 
equipment in the science block and then teaching then PE – all the equipment is still there!  
She will be trying to stay neutral in the campaigning day! 
 
She sends her love to us all and is just off to blow bubbles with Bishop Dan’s youngest son, 
Danson! 
 
Helen xx  
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Tuesday 11th August 
 
Another day in Nyarugunda School today – teaching PE.  Trying to teach 100 children per class 
volleyball and other sports is a little challenging.  She was also the honoured guest at the 
science lesson that had been specially prepared to show her all the science equipment the 
school now has.  It was very interesting but she didn’t have a clue what was going on!  
Campaiging was competitive today for the senior school positions – with a certain Grace 
playing on her connection to her “Mum”.  Jess is trying to stay strictly neutral!  She also had 
a meeting with the school bursar and head about the plans for the S5/6 block.  The money 
should be arriving in the diocesan account by Friday – so Jess is keen to get things in the 
planning stage before school closes on Thursday. 
 
In the evening, she went to Fabith’s house.  Fabith is a hard working lady who is the Diocesan 
Treasurer.  She is responsible for all the money that comes in and out of the diocese so we 
have got to know her quite well.  She  had a baby not long ago and had just 1 week off before 
she was back at her desk.  Baby comes too.  Jess loved her tea – specially prepared Bangers 
and Mash!   
 



Please pray for Jess – she is sounding tired already – and it is very hot – although thunder 
storms have been predicted soon – the rainy season is nearly upon them. 
 
Wednesday 12th August 
 
The votes have been cast, all have been checked and counted and the result is official.  A 
certain Miss Grace Eldad-Holland is the new Head Girl of Nyarugunda Senior Secondary 
School!   We think she is happy with the result!   
 
It was the last official day of teaching at Nyarugunda today before the children break up from 
school until the end of September.  Many of the children will be starting work – earning money 
for future school fees and to help support their families.  It is such a world away from our 
school summer holidays!   
 
As a treat, the students got to take part in a volleyball match against the staff members of the 
school.  For those of you who know Jess well – she is just slightly competitive!  She was on the 
staff side and after a tense match – staff managed to beat the students 25/24!  One happy 
muzungu! (white girl). 
 
The evening was spent discussing future plans with Bishop Dan and Mama Florah.  She has 
been to look at some land that is owned by the former Bishop, John – who is willing to let 
Jess rent/buy it.  It already has buildings on it that could be adapted to open a 
school/orphanage/training facility….  We will see what God has in store!  
 
Thursday 13th August 
 
The morning was spent meeting the staff at Nyakatare  Primary School and a brief hello and 
goodbye to the pupils there who were breaking up for the holidays.  There has been a 
transformation there as well – a new administration building is being put up freeing up the 
existing one for teaching space, the water harvesting project (big tank) which people here 
have heavily invested in is up and running and providing clean, fresh water for the children 
to drink, wash and cook with and the school is much better resourced than last year – thank 
you to everyone who has contributed to this! 
 
In the afternoon, she went back to say her last goodbye to the students at Nyarugunda who 
were receiving their reports.  Our sponsored children have to wait for there report from the 
National Exam Board but the staff seem optimistic that they have all done well.  Our 
sponsored Children are Grace, Grace, Paul, Evelyn, Martin and Grisham.  They will complete 
S4 in January which is why Jess is anxious to get the S5 & S6 block up as soon as possible, 
then they can continue studies (with the other 95 children) without interruption.   
 
The evening was spent with Andrew, Monica and Patience.  Andrew runs the HIV/Aids 
programme in the area which has been a great success – but his funding runs out in 
September so he will be unemployed.  He is the Chair of Nyakatare Primary but this is 
voluntary – he is a great asset to the area so we are hoping that he will be employed again 
very soon.  His wife Monica is teaching and as well as having their own daughter Patience, 
they have taken on responsibility for Max.  You may remember him from last year – the boy 



who was having his school fees paid – but insisted on coming to water the coffee plants and 
do household jobs in return – well, this lovely boy has decided to put off Andrew’s offer of 
training at the Technical Institute for now, because he has dedicated himself to caring for 
Andrew’s terminally ill father instead.  We are in awe of him – and know that one day, his 
love and care for this man who is not a relative, will be paid back immeasurably more.   
 
The evening was spent with Rev. Sam and his family.  Rev. Sam has become a very good 
friend of Jess and he is excited that he has been picked to come to the UK in November this 
year.  He does not know what he is letting himself in for.  It has already arranged for him to 
spend time in Manchester – so we will definitely be meeting him!  He thanks us for all the 
bible notes and teachings we have sent.  He runs lots of discipleship groups and resources 
are limited.  Jess says she is now getting a bit fed up of Chicken, Matoke and Beans – and is 
looking forward to some mint choc chip ice-cream when she gets back.   
 
Friday 14th August 
 
Well school’s out for summer (well till the end of the month anyway) so Jess spent the day 
shadowing Bishop Dan.  He holds all his confirmation services from August to November so 
Jess attended 2 with him today.  The first one was 5 hours long!  So there was not much 
time to visit Grace and Moreen and their grandparents – but that has definitely been 
rearranged.  However, Moreen was thrilled with all her gifts from Libby and although she 
did not know the film Frozen, (hard to imagine anyone not knowing about Frozen) she loves 
everything you bought her Libby and says you are her sister.  Thank you so much for your 
support of this family… 
 
Jess managed (3 hours late) to visit Canon David and his wonderful family – do you 
remember Saviour who Jess met on her first visit  – but missed last year.  They used to play 
every day together and Saviour was trying to teach Jess the language, Rujiga.  Saviour 
certainly remembers Jess!  Saviour (age 9) insisted that she was the host for the evening.  
She had prepared the food (more matoke), officially welcomed Jess into the house, prayed 
for her and after supper, made a speech…  Jess said, she just kept saying, “Do you 
remember when…..  Do you remember when….”   
 
Saturday 15th August 
 
A welcome day off!  She managed to find some power and did all her school planning for 
September!   
 
But she bumped into Alan, who is Mayor’s brother.  Mayor was the blind boy who was 
working on a building site to pay for Alan’s education – until we paid for an operation on his 
eyes and set him up in business.  Thank you for changing that whole families life!  He says 
that Mayor’s business is flourishing – he has more goats and his banana plantation has 
expanded.  Alan has just got top grades in his exams and Owen, the other brother, is 
training to be a plumber!  Mayor is coming to Kanungu to visit Jess next week – that’s if he 
can leave his business empire!  Jess can’t wait. 
 
Sunday 16th August 



 
The power was back on in the compound – a terrific thunderstorm had damaged it several 
days ago – so her phone is recharged.  Hurrah!  The rainy season has definitely arrived now 
so the community is starting to dig!  The ground is soft enough to dig now – all the children 
will be helping their families to plant the new crops.  Hence, the school holidays. 
 
After the English Service this morning (3hrs) ,another 2 confirmation services today in 
sweltering heat (4hrs and 2 hrs) and then attending a burial (3 hours and approx. 20 
speeches!)  at about 8pm, Jess finally got to eat and sit down….. she said it has not been her 
best day and she is really tired.  But she’s looking forward to the coming week and catching 
up with all her people and projects! 
 
Just as she was about to hang up, I heard a “Mum….Mum!”    “What” I said worridly, 
thinking something dreadful had happened.  “There is an ant crawling up my door and it is 
as big as my little finger!”  Well, God’s creatures and all that – but my advice was to 
despatch it!  Which she went to do, but if fell off the door and disappeared!  And this is the 
country I have agreed to go to next year…….gulp! 
 
Monday 17th August 
 
It’s been a brilliant day.  Her words not mine.  Jess travelled to meet Loyce who is training to 
be a midwife.  Jess hadn’t met this girl before, but Bishop Dan has asked if we could help 
her.  The government were willing to pay some fees for her training but she needed support 
as well.  Loyce (Lois) is 22 and was being forced by her father into a marriage she did not 
want.  Her father has alcohol problems and does not work and life was very tough for her.  
Thanks to some sponsorship, she is now on a 3 year programme to become a midwife and 
when Jess went to meet her, not only is Loyce training, but her sister Evelyn (18) also is 
there.  The government have paid for the sister (which is unheard of) and the sponsorship is 
covering both their expenses!  Amazing – immeasurably more!  So Kanungu district will have 
2 more midwives and these girls will support the rest of their family.  Jess got to meet their 
Mum as well and she cannot believe how God has blessed her family.  We managed to give 
her some money (that her husband does not know about) and she can pay off some of the 
debts they owe….. 
 
Danson (aged 3) came on the phone and says hello to all the jungu’s…(Mazjungus’).  
Apparently he runs into Jess’s bedroom every morning to check that Jess is still there.  
Martha and Johnathan, Bishop Dans other children are back from school – and just like the 
UK children, settled themselves in front of the tv – then then power went! 
 
Tomorrow she visits Noreda – and her wonderful family.  
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Tuesday 18th August 
 
Travelling to meet Noreda, Jess was a little nervous.  Last year when she visited, she spent 
the time in tears with Noreda and 5 of her 8 children.  The family were struggling to cope 



with the murder of Andrew in 2013 and things were tough for the family.  There had been 
lots of other family issues and Noreda was very depressed.  They really needed practical 
help (which came in the form of a family over here) and lots of prayer. 
 
Wow!  Whoever says prayer, time and knowing you are loved by an almighty God does not 
help to heal.  The difference in the children, in Noreda, in their home was amazing when 
Jess got there.  There has been real transformation in their lives – To God be the Glory!  The 
attached photo shows (back row) Jess, Sam, Rita, Noreda, (cousin 
Patricia) and front row is Solomon, Saul and Anitah.  The photo was 
taken by Adons who is the 2nd son. (see attached blurred photo).  He is 
studying law at Kampala University and it is he who we keep in touch 
with most, as Noreda is virtually illiterate and certainly cannot use a 
phone! (ahh those were the days).  The eldest son Isaac, who wouldn’t 
be in the photo, was at home and Jess managed to talk with him.  He is 
still struggling to cope with murder of his father and is seriously 
depressed.  He’s dropped out of university (the government were 
paying for him) and Jess had a long talk with him and Noreda about him going 
back.  He feels responsible for the family and is worried about leaving them.  
However, Noreda wants him to go back as she is coping well with the children 
and the demands of living without her husband.  He has promised Jess and 
Adons that he will try – but Jess asks us to pray for him.   Our family in the UK 
have sent money to buy goats for Noreda to supplement her income and she 
and Mama Florah are going to the local goat market at the end of the month 
to get the best ones!  They told her that if Jess was with them, they would be 
charged more and not get the best animals.  The rest of the afternoon was spent blowing up 
balloons for the youngest 3 and blowing bubbles for them which they loved.  Jess said she 
has never heard these children laugh as much!  They have written letters and drawn 
pictures for their friends in the UK. 
 
Patricia who is in the photographs is a cousin of the family.  She was very seriously ill last 
year whilst taking her S6 exams in which she did not do well.  Jess suggested that she 
consider re-taking them before applying for further education.  She’s not that keen to do 
that but Jess has left her to think about it. 
 
As they were quite close, Jess decided to call on Mayor and his family.  Dad wasn’t there but 
the brothers tell us that he still has the same alcohol and illness problems.  But Mum was 
there and what a welcome Jess received!  Mum was so thrilled to see her and Mayor took 
her on a tour of the business empire.  Jess is amazed what he has achieved in the year since 
she met him.  Not only does he have breeding goats (although someone has stolen one of 
them), and the banana plantation which has grown enormously – he also grows sugar cane 
to sell at market and has started a brick building business.  He has made hundreds of bricks 
and will sell them (hopefully to build the new classroom block!).  He also had chickens but 
he has recently sold these to buy more goats as these are more profitable.  All this has been 
achieved by a boy who was blind – but now he sees (in all ways), with no education 
whatsoever, who wanted to work hard to support his family.  2 years ago there was little 
hope in their lives, now there is an abundance of it.  Thank you to those who have helped 
this family.    



Wednesday 19th August  (THIS BIT HAS ONLY GONE TO YOU MARTIN & KATE, GEORGE AND 
JULIE, KEITH & ALISON – JESS DIDN’T WANT IT GOING OUT TO ALL THE EMAIL LIST JUST YET) 
 
You may have been wondering why there is little mention of Kenneth in these updates.  
During last years visit, there were several issues whilst Jess was staying with Kenneth and 
Robin.  Unfortunately, some money was stolen from Jess and she was sad to discover that 
Kenneth had not given some money she had sent to his family members as was intended for 
them.  To cut a very long story short, we had to re-evaluate our relationship with him and he 
completely cut ties with all of us in the UK.   
 
We heard, earlier on in the year that he and Robin (who knew about none of the problems 
Jess had discovered) had been seriously ill.  Perhaps this was the turning point in his 
relationship with his family.  But there was a whole family meeting and a lot of the problems 
were addressed and Kenneth was ordered by the family to make amends.  When Jess got to 
Kanungu, she was warmly greeted by Robin and Kenneth and then Kenneth sent a letter to 
Jess and an email to us. 
 
Jess met with him this morning.  Kenneth is normally a very confident, larger than life 
character.  The man Jess met was quiet, humble and ashamed.  He began by asking Jess for 
forgiveness.  He says he has been tempted and failed and he wants us to forgive him as a 
family and a church and begin again.  He will make amends with his family and ask their 
forgiveness as well.  He confessed everything he had done to Jess and apologised to her.  He 
promises to be a better parent and a better man and begs us to start our friendship afresh.   
 
Jess would appreciate the wisdom from you 6! 
 
Wednesday 19th August 
 
A quieter day today, with a visit to Headmaster Felix – he used to be the head at 
Nyarugunda and he will be Grace and Moreen’s guardian when Grandma and Grandad are 
no longer able to care for them .  He is also the head of Winna Primary School so he’s kept 
busy.  He had to leave his position at Nyarugunda as he only has a diploma in education and 
not a degree.  In order for the NSSS to be registered with the government, they insist that 
degrees are held.  Jess was worried at first that the vision for the school would go with him, 
but she knows that Nyaragunda is in safe hands with the new principal.  He gave Jess a 
chicken (alive) as a gift….Jonathan (Bishop Dans eldest son has promised to care for it) but I 
have a sneaky suspicion it will be in a pot soon! 
 
Supper at Canon Charles who works for the diocese.  Jess says he is a larger than life man 
and has promised that we (me and her) will go for tea next year! 
 
Thursday 20th August 
 
A restful morning spent playing with Danson and chatting with the other children about the 
differences in the UK and Uganda.  Then attending a “give away” ceremony (first part of a 
wedding ceremony) of the daughter of the Arch-Deacon of Kiihiii.  Jess had to sit on the 
front row with Bishop Dan and Mama Florah.  Fortunately, on this occasion – she did not 



have to make a speech.  Everywhere else she has been, she has had to make a speech.  The 
ugandan’s do like to talk!  Jess managed to have a good chat with Daphne and Robin and 
Kenneth while she was there. 
 
In the evening, she had supper with Rev. Stella.  She is hoping to get government funding to 
begin a degree in Business Management – so that would be her role in the diocese.  Like 
everywhere else, business strategies and making the resources stretch further and work 
better are necessary and the diocese are looking to invest in such a role.  Jess told her to let 
us know if and when she can begin her course.  It would mean her dividing her time 
between Kampala and Kampala… 
 
Friday 21st August 
 
A lovely day spent with Margaret (Tr Susans’s Mum) and the children Jennifer, Junita and 
Baby Jethro and about 20 other people who knew she was coming to visit – including all of 
our sponsored children and Grace and Moreen and many others!  Jess said it was just lovely 
to spend the day with them, answering their questions about the UK and playing with them.  
Benya and his family were also there.  Benya is a member of Kenneth’s family and he has 
just finished his 2nd year in University.  He wasn’t sure if he would get back in time to see 
Jess but she was very glad to see him.  She had an interesting conversation with the adults 
about the political situation in the country.  The presidential elections are due to be held in 
March next year and there is unrest in the country.  The majority of Ugandans would like to 
see a change in leadership but laws are being passed to make this difficult.  The current 
president is reluctant to leave and many people feel that the election will be rigged and the 
opposition made illegal.  The adults say that it is time to change and to make the country 
fairer – as the gap between rich and poor gets bigger. (Sounds familiar!)  The opposition is 
led by the MP for Kanungu district who used to be a good friend of the president and the 
Prime Minister.  Then he was sacked and imprisoned.  When he got out of prison, he and 
the President both came to the Kinkiizi diocese centenary celebrations that were held in 
Kanungu earlier this year and Bishop Dan made them shake hands and call a truce for the 
time that they were there – although it hasn’t lasted!  Bishop Dan – blessed are the peace 
makers.   
 
Afterwards, a final visit to Rev. Benyon to take Sam the football she had promised him and 
to say goodbye for another year and to check that Ben and Jessie’s will continue to flourish!  
The final evening in Kinkiizi was spent with Bishop Dan and Mama Florah and plans were 
made how to develop our work in Kinkiizi.  Bishop Dan thanks us for all our support, 
financially, emotionally and prayerfully of his people.  He sends his blessing to us all in the 
UK.   
 
Suitcases packed and tomorrow, off to Bushigme (Bush – en – ye) to meet Evas and Coleb 
(whose wedding Jess was bridesmaid at last year) and their new arrival Baby Benjamin.  
Bushigme is just outside Mbarara and is where Coleb lectures.  The family live in staff 
quarters rent free to save money then they can build their own house.  So it will be a tight 
squeeze but it’s only for a few days. 
 
Saturday 22nd August 



 
It is tradition for the women of the village to bring gifts to a new born baby.  As Evas lives a 
few hours away from Kanungu, this ritual had not happened yet – so 12 ladies, plus Jess, 
plus 2 large suitcases, plus children crammed into a people carrier and travelled this 
morning to visit Evas.  With them were Mama Florah, Danson (who does not realise this is 
the last day he has with his “jungu”), Robin and Daphne and other ladies who were all 
bearing gifts for Baby Benjamin.  Jess hasn’t managed to have a hold of him yet, as he is 
being passed around everyone else – although she has time tomorrow and Monday to get 
to know him.  Evas has even wangled it that Jess will take him for his immunisations.  I’m 
not sure she knows what she’s letting herself in for there!  She is looking forward to staying 
with them for a couple of days and Teacher Susan is travelling tomorrow to be with them as 
well – so there will be much talking and discussing of plans tomorrow.  Susan and Jess are 
then travelling back up to the hotel in Kampala on Monday I think…..  Jess is not looking 
forward to saying goodbye – especially to Danson who now wants to speak on the phone as 
much as Jess does.  She has to hide from him to ring me!  Bless him. 
 
Helen x  
 
(5) 
 
Sunday 23rd August 
 
Tearful goodbyes said and the Kanungu ladies have departed.  Jess is staying in her own 
little chalet near to Evas (think Butlins accommodation).  The day was spent catching up 
with Evas and Coleb, cuddles with Benjamin who is very confused by a white face and 
visiting Evas’s  Supermarket (corner shop) that we invested in last year.  It is currently being 
looked after by Coleb’s sister who is running it for Evas until she can find a unit to rent close 
to where they are living – but it is doing very well.  Jess has taught Evas how to use a 
disposable nappy.  She had lots bought for her before Benjamin arrived but no one showed 
her how to use them – so she hasn’t.  Nice quiet evening together before the whirlwind that 
is Teacher Susan arrives. 
 
Monday 24th August 
 
Vaccination day at the clinic and Jess was volunteered to take and hold Benjamin.  Poor little 
mite was asleep until they jabbed him.  Vaccinations are free which is good news - courtesy 
of the world health organisation, although Jess said the conditions and hygiene of the 
medical centre were very questionable.  Poor Benjamin was unsettled all day which was 
worrying Evas.  He’s okay now.  Teacher Susan arrived in the afternoon and the laughter 
began!  Not much sleep was had!   
 
Tuesday 25th August 
 
The hotel car picked Jess and Susan up and took them the 234km back to Kampala where 
they stayed the evening in the hotel and arranged to meet Junior and Alan who work there.  
Alan is Susan’s brother.  Not much sleep was had – too much talking! 
 



Wednesday 26th August 
 
A lazy morning, packing cases and having a leisurely breakfast – then the girls travelled to 
the hotel next to the airport and spent the afternoon with Alan and Junior before they all 
escorted Jess to the check-in.  I’ve just had a tearful phone call from her saying that it is 
getting so hard to leave.  She has not had enough time.  But she has firmed up her future 
plans and knows what she is called to do in Uganda now.  She didn’t expand on that – we 
will wait and see!  Her flight is on time and she should be landing at Manchester at 8.20am 
on Thursday if she makes the Amsterdam connection.  Her cases now weigh 9kg and 12kg!   
 
Thank you for sharing her journey with her.  To God be the Glory, for ever and ever, Amen x  
  
 
 

 
 
 


